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Wildlife Wonders of Tanzania 
& Great Apes of Uganda 

Join Artists for Conservation with Aardvark Safaris on a luxury, 
all-inclusive wildlife adventure in some of Africa’s most Iconic parks.

SUPPORTING COMMUNITY, CONSERVATION & ART
12-DAY TANZANIA MAIN TRIP| OCT 27 - NOV 7, 2027| $10,650 USD*

6-DAY UGANDA EXTENSION | NOV 7 - 12, 2027| $4,175 USD*

Open to all artists, friends, family and interested parties. Special all-inclusive package pricing. 
*  Not incl. international air, alcoholic drinks or tipping (some locations) Single supplement: $450 USD. 

Benefitting:

Trip Highlights:
• 12 days with 4 iconic African National Parks (Arusha,
   Tarangire, Ngorongoro, Serengeti)
• Daily big game drives & optional hot-air balloon
• Cultural program incl. Jane Goodall Institute, Giraffe

Foundation, Maasai village, Olduvai Gorge
• Award-winning luxury accommodations
• Optional 6-day extension with Mountain Gorilla &

Chimpanzee treks, game drives, boat excursion
• Flexible program for all ages/mobility

EX P E D I T I O N

S



Day 1-3 | Arusha, Tanzania 
Overnight Mt. Meru Hotel in the heart 
of Arusha, where the adventure begins. 
Exploring the country’s capital and 
nearby Arusha National Park on the 
�anks of Mt. Meru. Highlights: Jane 
Goodall Conservation Center (“Dr. 
Jane’s Dream”) and Africa's largest 
wildlife art gallery at the Cultural 

Heritage Centre, Arusha Gira�e Centre, Arusha National Park

Day 4-6 | Tarangire - Land of Elephants & Baobabs
Overnight Tarangire Sopa Lodge. 
Tarangire park in the dry season is 
second only to Ngorongoro Crater in 
its concentrations of large wildlife. Its 
permanent water sources attract 
thousands of elephant, gira�e, 
wildebeest, zebra, gazelle, bu�alo, 
eland, impala, hartebeest, oryx, 

warthog, gerenuk, and kudu. These, in turn, attract lion, leopard, 
cheetah, and hyena.  Highlights: Game drives, majestic baobabs, 
amazing wildlife diversity, optional hot-air balloon. 

Day 7-8 | Wonders of Ngorongoro Crater
Overnight Lions Paw, one of Africa’s 
premier lodges, on the lip of the iconic 
Ngorongoro Crater. UNESCO World 
Heritage Site and the world’s largest, 
unbroken, un�ooded caldera, 10-11 
miles in diameter and 2500 feet deep 
with its own resident ecosystem. 
Forests, swamps, grasslands, and lakes 

support incredible numbers of birds and mammals, including lion, 
hyena, elephant, black rhino, wildebeest, and much more.  
Highlights: Ideal location for spectacular vistas, wildlife viewing, and 
early access to crater �oor.

Day 9-11 | Serengeti Glamping Adventure
Overnight “Glamping” at Land of 
Nature Camp Serengeti. Final climactic 
leg of the main trip in the Serengeti!  
We will seek out the herds of the Great 
Migration as they return from the 
northern part of their circuit and 
expect to see thousands of animals, 
both migratory and resident, predator 

and prey.  Highlights: Stunning landscapes, UNESCO World Heritage 
Site, optional hot-air balloon ride, Olduvai Gorge and Maasai village 
visits, luxury safari tents and amenities.

Our Guide | Walt Anderson
While Walt Anderson describes nature as his “ultimate teacher,” he 

holds multiple degrees in wildlife 
biology and ecology and was a 
Professor of Environmental Studies at 
Prescott College in Arizona for nearly 
three decades. A passionate naturalist, 
Walt uses his vast knowledge and 
experience to interpret nature through 
words, photographs, paintings, and 
action. A ecotourism pioneer in East 
Africa since 1979, Walt has led dozens 
of trips around the world and is a keen 
interpreter of this land and its diverse 
wildlife. He has led many safaris for 
organizations such as Voyagers 

International, World Wildlife Fund, and Focus on Nature, and he works 
with nonpro�ts in East Africa in ecotourism and community-based 
conservation. Walt is an expert in �eld identi�cation and in teaching 
ecological concepts and natural history. In 2024, Walt received AFC’s 
highest honor - the Simon Combes Conservation Award - for a 
lifetime commitment to conservation through his art.

Wildlife Wonders of Tanzania & Great Apes of Uganda

Mountain Gorillas in Bwindi Impenetrable Forest 
1st overnight at Kigali des Mille 
Collines Hotel in Rwanda, en route 
to Bwindi forest in Uganda. Bwindi 
Impenetrable National Park has the 
highest population of mountain 
gorillas in the world, and it hosts 
valuable populations of many 
species of animals and plants. 

Overnight days 2 & 3 at Ride 4 a 
Woman Guesthouse: a wonderful 
facility, community-owned and 
-operated for the bene�t of local 

women and families. Ideally located for the Mountain Gorilla 
trek. Birdwatching (cost-saving) alternative available.

Chimpanzees & Tree Lions in Queen Elizabeth Park
On Day 4, we depart Bwindi park to 
drive north to Queen Elizabeth 
National Park, passing through a 
sector known for tree-climbing lions 
and other big game. Overnight Park 
View Safari Lodge. 

On Day 5, we split into small groups to 
go trekking to see wild chimpanzees in 
Kyambura Gorge or Kalinzu Forest. 
Afternoon two-hour boat excursion on 
the Kazinga Channel, where you may 
see hippos, crocodiles, monitor lizards, 

bu�alo, elephant, and many birds. Final day, after a leisurely 
breakfast, we will return to Kigali City for lunch and on to Kigali 
Airport for �ights to your next destination

www.Art istsForConservation.org/Tanzania2027
To reserve your spot, or for more information, contact Augustine Mwangotya: 
+255-785-957-611 | info@aardvarktanzania.com | www.aardvarktanzania.com

For full itinerary, details and inclusions/exclusions, visit 

Optional Extension - Great Apes of Uganda (6-days/5-nights) 



Artists for Conservation welcomes artists and friends to experience the incredi-
ble landscapes and wildlife of Tanzania, with an optional extension to Uganda 
to seek Mountain Gorillas, Chimpanzees,  and other amazing mammals and 
birds. This is a comfortable trip with beautiful lodges and camps. You will see 
wildlife beyond your imagination and learn about conservation efforts in East 
Africa.  

October 27 | Arusha, Tanzania | Overnight Mt. Meru Hotel | Karibu!  Aardvark 
Safaris Tanzania will meet and greet you as soon as you arrive at Kilimanjaro In-
ternational Airport and take you to Mt. Meru Hotel, whose gardens attract the 
colorful birds that East Africa is famous for. Nestled in the shadow of majestic 
Mount Meru, Arusha is a dynamic, fast-growing town and a famed embarka-
tion point for Tanzania safaris.  Arusha at around 4600’ is blessed with a pleas-
ant climate, perfect for the coffee plantations that surround it. 

Note: Your pre-safari adventure is left up to you so that you can take advan-
tage of your own flight arrangements (some may have frequent flyer miles 
to use) and possible interests in stopping in Europe or some other desirable 
locale. Some previous safari-goers have opted to arrive early and climb Mt. 
Kilimanjaro or simply have an extra night in order to be well-rested when the 
safari activities begin. If this interests you, you can make your own arrange-
ments or ask Aardvark Safaris Tanzania for assistance.  

October 28 | Arusha | Overnight Mt. Meru Hotel | As you adjust to being in 
Africa, you will learn about conservation projects today.  A highlight will be a 
visit to the Jane Goodall Conservation Center (“Dr. Jane’s Dream”) at the Cul-
tural Heritage Centre, which has an extensive, excellent wildlife art gallery and 
a wealth of cultural artifacts from all around Africa. It is the best place for your 
shopping, including for the rare and beautiful Tanzanite jewelry. Profits support 
many conservation projects and disadvantaged people in Tanzania.  We will 
also visit the Arusha Giraffe Centre, a project dedicated to the preservation 
of iconic giraffes. We now know that there are four species, all endangered. 
In addition, we will meet with staff of The Nature Conservancy to learn about 
conservation efforts in northern Tanzania.  A stimulating but relaxing day! 

SUPPORTING COMMUNITY, CONSERVATION & ART
12-Day Tanzania Adventure | Oct 27 - Nov 7, 2027 
6-Day Uganda Extension | Nov 7 - 12, 2027
Benefitting Artists for Conservation

Wildlife Wonders of Tanzania & Great Apes of Uganda

Photos by Walt Anderson

https://www.mountmeruhotel.co.tz/
https://www.mountmeruhotel.co.tz/


October 29 | Arusha National Park | Overnight Mt. Meru Hotel | After breakfast, we will take the short drive 
to Arusha National Park on the slopes of Mt. Meru, a close neighbor of the giant Mt. Kilimanjaro. We will drive 
through elegant, sometimes moody with mist, montane forest, watching carefully for baboons and monkeys 
(including the spectacular Black-&-White Colobus), various forest antelopes, African buffalo, and dozens of 
species of birds. We will walk to the rim of the Ngurdoto Crater, more accurately a caldera or volcanic collapse 
feature. We will scan the caldera floor for wildlife and watch the skies for birds of prey or other aerial masters. 
From the rim forest, we will proceed through woodlands and past lakes and marshes, watching for giraffes, 
waterbucks, kingfishers, and much more. On former lava (volcanic mudflow) deposits are the Momela Lakes, 
alkaline havens for multitudes of waterbirds, including flamingos, ducks and geese, shorebirds, storks, and ibises.  
Many visitors to Tanzania head directly to the savannah parks and miss the lush, green beauty and special wild-
life of this park, a naturalist’s favorite. In the evening, we’ll return to Mount Meru Hotel for a delightful dinner and 
for a short briefing on details for the next day. 

October 30 | Tarangire National Park | Overnight Tarangire Sopa Lodge | South of Arusha is Tarangire National 
Park. Tarangire park in the dry season is second only to Ngorongoro Crater in its concentrations of large wildlife. 
Its permanent water sources attract thousands of elephant, giraffe, wildebeest, zebra, gazelle, buffalo, eland, 
impala, hartebeest, oryx, and warthog, as well as uncommon species such as gerenuk and two species of 
kudu. These, in turn, attract the predators: lion, leopard, cheetah, and hyena. There are also the small critters 
(e.g., mongooses, hyraxes, squirrels) and incredible birds. The diverse landscape has open plains, stands of 
magnificent baobab trees, riverine forest, acacia parkland, scrub-woodlands, and wetlands.  It is truly one of 
the best areas for birding and for mammal-watching in northern Tanzania. 

October 31 - November 1 | Tarangire National Park | Overnight Tarangire Sopa Lodge | Tarangire National 
Park. Our lodge is beautifully situated amidst kopjes (Precambrian rock outcrops) and acacias, so we have a 
full day to enjoy the site and relax as desired. Hyraxes (small relatives of elephants!) and tiny Dikdik antelope 
often wander the lodge grounds, and there are always colorful birds. Artists may wish to take advantage of 
free time to sketch and/or photograph the resident wildlife. It’s a rare treat to be able to spend time in a place 
as beautiful and diverse as this. There will be an optional game drive (extra charge) for those who would like to 
venture forth for a half day. Also, an optional balloon flight could be arranged for early this morning or next. It’s 
an uplifting experience, sure to make you high. 

Top-left clockwise: Wildlife in Tarangire National Park photo (top-left) by Walt Anderson; Photos of Tarangire Sopa Lodge (www.sopalodges.com)

https://www.mountmeruhotel.co.tz/
https://sopalodges.com/tarangire-sopa-lodge/the-lodge
https://sopalodges.com/tarangire-sopa-lodge/the-lodge


November 2 | Tarangire to Ngorongoro Crater | Overnight Ngorongoro Lions Paw | We will spot more wildlife 
as we depart this lovely park. Then we will head north and west, passing Lake Manyara and climbing the steep 
Rift Valley escarpment into the Ngorongoro highlands, where rich farms of vegetables and coffee thrive in the 
fertile soils. When we reach the gate of Ngorongoro Conservation Area, we are suddenly in lush, moss-draped 
forest. We will ascend a narrow road until reaching a dramatic viewpoint from which we can look down into 
the vast crater (really a caldera). You will be challenged to spot animals far below: elephant, buffalo, rhino, 
etc. This is the world’s largest, unbroken, unflooded caldera, 10-11 miles in diameter and 2500 feet deep. After 
enjoying the view, perhaps seeing a bird or prey flying right by us, we will continue along a narrow rim road until 
we reach Lions Paw, one of the most special lodges in Africa. We will be at the lip of the crater in epiphyte-lad-
en acacias. We’ll enjoy a sundowner and some African culture and fall asleep later while anticipating an 
incredible adventure tomorrow. 

November 3 | Ngorongoro Crater | Overnight Ngorongoro Lions Paw | We are in a unique position to be 
among the first to descend to the Crater floor, which increases the likelihood of seeing predators when they are 
still active. Lions and hyenas are the top dogs (well, carnivores, anyway) in this ecosystem. The wildebeest here 
are non-migratory, unlike those we will see later in the Serengeti. Because poaching is not a problem here, rare 
black rhinos and elephants with enormous tusks are present. Forests, swamps, grasslands, and lakes support in-
credible numbers of birds and mammals. It’s as if we stepped back into the Pleistocene. We will have a special 
picnic lunch in the crater and continue our observations in the afternoon. 

Top two rows: Wildlife and landscape from Ngorongoro Crater (Photos by Walt Anderson); Bottom row: Ngorongoro Lions Paw (www. karibucamps.com)

https://karibucamps.com/lions-paw/
https://karibucamps.com/lions-paw/


November 4 | En route to the Serengeti | Overnight luxury “Glamping” at Land of Nature Camp | We will drive 
around the crater rim and continue west out of the highlands into the plains of Serengeti. “Serengeti” means 
“land of endless space,” and the grasslands can seem to go on forever, punctuated by stone outcrops called 
kopjes, where big cats often hang out. Like Ngorongoro, the Serengeti is a UNESCO World Heritage Site, offi-
cially one of the most valuable landscapes still extant. The famous “Great Migration” of wildebeest, zebra, and 
other grazing herbivores is one of the last mass movements of animals still taking place on earth, a globally 
significant phenomenon. We will come to Oldupai (or Olduvai) Gorge, world-renowned for the discoveries of 
early hominids made by archaeologists Mary and Louis Leakey.  We will visit the small museum here. For many 
people, a visit to Oldupai is a pilgrimage to one of the world’s greatest archeological sites, a place where we 
can vicariously connect with our distant ancestors.  We may also visit a Maasai Village if we have not already 
done so on another day. We will push on to our lovely camp, stopping for wildlife as feasible. 

November 5 & 6 | Serengeti | Overnight luxury “Glamping” at Land of Nature Camp |  This is an enormous na-
tional park, designed to include much of the Great Migration, and we are situated where we should be able 
to find the herds as they return from the northern part of their circuit and head south or west. The “migration” 
varies depending on habitat conditions, but we will see thousands of animals, migratory and resident, in the 
various habitats: vast rolling plains, dramatic kopjes, flat-topped acacias, and crocodile- and hippo-inhabited 
rivers lined with riverine gallery forests. Birding here is really special; for example, there are more than 50 species 
of diurnal birds of prey in this ecosystem, ranging from tiny Pygmy Falcons to tall and stately Secretary Birds.  You 
will be astonished not only with the diversity of birds you will see but also by how easy it is to see them.  Many—
like the sunbirds, bee-eaters, rollers, hoopoes, starlings, kingfishers, barbets, bishops, and cordon bleus—are 
stunningly beautiful. This is great country for both lions and leopards, and we will see antelopes not observed 
previously. We will get a specially arranged sundowner outing, something unusual in a national park. On our 
final night, we will share highlights of our safari. 

Above: Photos by Walt Anderson from Serengeti

https://landofnaturecamps.com/
https://landofnaturecamps.com/


November 7 | Serengeti National Park and back to Arusha | We 
will be spared the long drive back on dusty roads by catching a 
charter flight back to Arusha this morning. The aerial perspective 
will add to our understanding of this diverse part of the world. Those 
finishing the safari will have lodging as a dayroom or overnight (ex-
tra charge), depending on flight schedules. Those of us continuing 
to Uganda will have a flight to Kigali, Rwanda, the entry way for our 
time in Uganda. 

Included: Airport transfers on October 27 and November 7 or 8 (de-
pending on flights; earlier arrival or later departure extra), domestic 
flight from Serengeti to Arusha on last day, all lodging and meals 
during the safari dates, all national park and reserve entry fees, 
private use of specially outfitted stretched Land Cruisers, services of 
professional Tanzania driver-guides, bottled water on game drives, 
alcohol on defined special occasions, membership in Flying Doc-
tors Society for emergency evacuation during your visit if needed, 
comprehensive support from Aardvark Safaris Tanzania operational 
office in Tanzania. 

Not included: Int’l airfare or airport taxes, passport/visa fees, excess 
baggage charges, personal/baggage insurance, personal items 
(e.g., room service, laundry, medicines, phone/email bills), bever-
ages (except coffee/tea at meals, mineral water on game drives, 
certain occasions where alcohol is included), photo expenses, 
optional activities/excursions (e.g. balloon ride). Tips to driver guides 
are an important show of appreciation; guidelines will be provided. 

Cost: $10,650 USD 
Single Supplement: $450 (if available)

To reserve your spot, or for more info, 
contact Augustine Mwangotya at 
Aardvark Safaris in Arusha, Tanzania: 
 
Tel: +255-785-957-611 
Email: info@aardvarktanzania.com 
Web: www.aardvarktanzania.com

Trip Advisor Reviews

Above: Wildlife photos by Walt Anderson from Serengeti; Lower and bottom-right: Land of Nature Camps tent (www.landofnaturecamps.com)

mailto:info%40aardvarktanzania.com?subject=AFC%20Tanzania%202027
https://www.aardvarktanzania.com
https://www.tripadvisor.in/Attraction_Review-g6940195-d12600680-Reviews-Aardvark_Safaris-Arusha_National_Park_Arusha_Region.html
https://www.tripadvisor.in/Attraction_Review-g6940195-d12600680-Reviews-Aardvark_Safaris-Arusha_National_Park_Arusha_Region.html


November 7 | Arrive at Kigali, Rwanda | Overnight 
Kigali des Mille Collines Hotel | 
We will proceed to our hotel on the heights of the city, 
where we will receive a warm welcome and dinner, 
as well as orien-tation for the days to come. Our hotel 
is noted for its exceptional local cuisine, and fame 
from the film “Hotel Rwanda.”
 
November 8 | Drive to Uganda | Overnight at Ride 4 a 
Woman Guesthouse |  
We check out early, enjoy our buffet breakfast, and 
start the drive to Uganda, having a hot lunch along 
the way. We cross the border at Katuna and continue 
through the mountainous terrain to Bwindi Impene-
trable National Park. We are staying at a wonderful 
guesthouse, community-owned and -operated to the 
benefit of local women and families. Ride 4 a Woman 
Guesthouse. 

November 9 | Bwindi Impenetrable Forest | Overnight 
at Ride 4 a Woman Guesthouse |  
This park has the highest population of mountain go-
rillas in the world, and it hosts valuable populations of 
many species of animals and plants. You will choose 
one of two options (different pricing):  

Option 1) You can join a small party of guests who will 
be guided into the park to find a family of mountain 
gorillas. They move every day, so trackers will seek 
them out, and your trek may be less than an hour or 
as much as five or six hours, depending on where they 
are. Some trails may be muddy or non-existent, so you 
need good footgear and should have rain jacket just 
in case. Porters will help. When you find the gorillas, 
you will have an hour of inspiring connection. I cannot 
overemphasize how special this is.  

Option 2) Birding along the Buhoma River Valley out-
side of the park with a specialized professional guide. 
This should not be strenuous at all and gives you a 
chance to carefully observe some of the montane 
birds and perhaps other species of primates.  

GREAT APES OF UGANDA EXTENSION (6-DAYS)
Nov 7 - 12, 2027

Above: Photos in Bwindi National Park by Walt Anderson except bottom-right (www.ride4awoman.org)

https://millecollines.rw/
https://www.ride4awoman.org/
https://www.ride4awoman.org/
https://www.ride4awoman.org/


After your experience, you will return to the lodge and 
later join members of the other party to learn about 
the Batwa, indigenous pygmies forced out of the 
forest when the park was gazetted. This is a part of the 
conservation story people need to understand. 

November 10 | Queen Elizabeth National Park | Over-
night Park View Safari Lodge | 
We will depart Bwindi park this morning and drive north 
to Queen Elizabeth National Park, passing through 
a sector known for tree-climbing lions and other big 
game. This is in the range of the unique antelope, the 
Uganda kob. We will check into the lodge for lunch. 
We’ll enjoy an evening game drive and relish the 
thought of seeing wild chimpanzees tomorrow. 

November 11 | Queen Elizabeth National Park | Over-
night Park View Safari Lodge | 
We will split into small groups to go trekking to see wild 
chimpanzees in either Kyambura Gorge or Kalinzu 
Forest. You will be impressed with how different chimps 
are from gorillas and from us, even though they are 
our closest living relatives. Like the gorilla experience, 
you will be moved in profound ways. We will break for 
lunch, and later in the afternoon, we will take a two-
hour boat excursion on the Kazinga Channel, where 
you may see hippos, crocodiles, monitor lizards, buf-
falo, elephant, and many birds at the shoreline. It’s a 
delightful outing, and photographers will burn through 
tons of pixels. A short evening game drive is possible. 

Above: Photos of Queen Elizabeth National Park by Walt Anderson except bottom row (www.parkviewsafarilodge.com)

https://parkviewsafarilodge.com/
https://parkviewsafarilodge.com/


Option 1 Cost (Gorillas): $4,175 USD 
Option 2 Cost (Birding): $3,550 USD
Single Supplement: $450 USD (if available)

To reserve your spot, or for more info, contact Au-
gustine Mwangotya at Aardvark Safaris in Arusha, 
Tanzania: 
 
Tel: +255-785-957-611 
Email: info@aardvarktanzania.com 
Web: www.aardvarktanzania.com

Trip Advisor Reviews

November 12 | Return to Kigali | 
After a leisurely breakfast, we will return to the border 
with Rwanda, pass through Immigration, and proceed 
to Kigali City for lunch. If time permits, we may have a 
city tour. We will then proceed to the Kigali airport for 
flights out to our next destination.  

Included: international flight from Tanzania to Rwan-
da, transfers at Kigali airport at start and finish, ground 
transfers in 4WD tourist cruisers, gorilla trekking or 
birding with guides (options), Batwa cultural activi-
ties, lodging and food, park entry fees, chimpanzee 
trekking fees, boat cruise on Kazinga Channel, En-
glish-speaking local Uganda tour guide, non-alcoholic 
beverages (mineral water, juices, fruits). 

Not included: International airfare or airport taxes, 
passport and visa fees, excess baggage charges, per-
sonal and baggage insurance, personal items (e.g., 
room service, laundry, medicines, phone or email bills), 
beverages (except coffee/tea at meals, mineral wa-
ter on game drives, certain occasions where alcohol is 
included), photographic expenses, optional activities/
excursions, voluntary donations to non-profits. Tips to 
driver guides are an important show of appreciation; 
guidelines will be provided.

Both the Tanzania trip and Uganda Extension have been curated, organized and offered exclusively by Aard-
vark Safaris, licensed safari outfitter based in Arusha, Tanzania. A portion of proceeds has been pledged in 
support of the Canadian-based non-profit Artists for Conservation International Foundation (AFC).

Above: Photos by Walt Anderson except bottom-right (www.millecollines.rw/)

mailto:info%40aardvarktanzania.com?subject=AFC%20Tanzania%202027
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